THE FIRST BURMESE WAR.

CHAPTER I.

THE COUNTRY, ANI> ITS EARLJ HISTORY.

country now known as Burma is the most easterly of the
provinces forming the British Empire in India, and, lying on
the east coast of the Bay of Bengal, extends from Assam and Tibet
in the north to the river Pak-Chan, on the frontier of Siam, in the
south. It includes the once independent kingdoms of Burma proper
(otherwise known as Ava), Pegu, Arakan, and Tenasserim. Of these
the most important were Burma proper, or Ava, which comprised
the middle reaches of the Irrawaddy ; and Pegu which comprised
the lower valley of that river. The two other kingdoms are both
long, narrow strips of coast territory facing the Bay of Bengal,
Arakan running northwards from the delta of the Irrawaddy to the
river Naaf, and Tenasserim running south to the frontier of Siam
on the river Pak-Chan.

Each of these four kingdoms has a history of its own ; each grew
out of the aggregation of petty states; and each, eventually com-
ing into contact with the others, was deluged with blood in the
attempts of the rulers to extend their dominions.

The people of Burma belong to the Indo-Chinese race, having
Mongolian features, with tolerably fair complexions, varying from
a dusky yellow to a clear whiteness, but always with non-trans*
parent skin. In religion they are Buddhists. They are without
caste, without hereditary rank except in the royal family, without
an aristocracy, save what is official, and without any of the
-prejudices which prevail in India as regards early marriages and
the seclusion of females, In comparison to the grave and.self.
contained Hindus they are a joyous race, taking pleasure in
theatrical periormances, singing, dancing, and merry-making in
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